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Dan and Billie Jo
Najimian have attended
OGBC for 33 years. They
were saved in 1973 and
baptized in 1977. They have
3 children, Kim, Joanna and
Sarah. They have a 3-year-

old Puggle named Beau and a 14-year-old pug named
Moonkin who is blind and deaf.

Billie Jo was born on August 16, 1950 at Waynesburg
Hospital in Fredericktown, Pa. Her parents had a
restaurant with an Inn. Her first memory was of a
customer named Joe. Her first words were “Hello
Joe”. Her nickname is BJ or Beej. She has a sister
named LeeAnn who still lives in Waynesburg. She has
another sibling who was born too prematurely, who
she looks forward to meeting in heaven someday
along with Billie Jo’s 5 babies that were born too
prematurely to survive as well. Her ancestry is Italian
and German. She is related to Billy Barty, one of the
actors in “Under the Rainbow” and “Sigmund and
the Sea Monster”.

Dan was born on September 21, 1949 at Paterson
General Hospital in Paterson, N.J. His earliest
memory was crawling around in his grandparent’s
large home that had an apartment upstairs. He had 3
brothers including his twin Harry (who attended
OGBC for many years), a younger brother named
Gary, and a baby brother, Jon (who still lives in New
Jersey). His ancestry is Armenian and Irish. He is
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descended from Roger Williams, the founder of
Rhode Island and he is related to Kathy Najimy, one
of the nuns in “Sister Act”.

Billie Jo’s favorite subject in school was English,
especially reading. She had 4 years of Spanish in
school but doesn’t speak it too much now. She does
speak Pennsylvania Dutch. She learned Tap Dancing
in grade school and her teacher is still teaching 65+
years later. She was in the band where she played an
E-flat Alto horn and was a member of the Yearbook
Committee and the stage crew for the plays. She al-
ways wanted to be a nurse and has a picture of herself
from kindergarten with a nurse hat and a doctor bag.
Later she went to Washington Hospital School of
Nursing and graduated with a Diploma in nursing. As
a child she enjoyed games such as Risk and Monopoly
and participating in the neighborhood bike races.

Dan’s favorite subject in school was Science. He had
11 years of Spanish and sounds very fluent to me. He
said that knowing Spanish was helpful to him when
he worked for Bell & Howell and needed to get an
audience with a Mexican Executive. He was able to
communicate with the receptionist who spoke
Spanish. He reads Greek and “rusty Hebrew”. He
always liked music and band, and he played the
Clarinet (which he didn’t like much) and the snare
drum. Then the Beatles came to America and he
wanted to be in a band, so he and his friends started
their own band called the Lion’s Den, and he played
the drums. He got tired of toting a drum set around
and so he took some lessons and began playing the
guitar. He played soccer, track, baseball and later
Lacrosse in college. He always wanted to be an
engineer like his dad. He attended the University of
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West Virginia and got a Bachelor’s Degree in Business
Administration and Civil Engineering concentrating
on Sanitary (Environmental) engineering.

Dan and Billie Jo met in Morgantown when Dan
was attending the University of West Virginia and
Billie Jo was working as a nurse there. Dan was in the
ROTC and had a several month stint in the army and
was stationed at Fort Lee, Virginia. He and Billie Jo
continued their long-distance relationship. When he
came home, they became engaged at Cooper’s Rock
in Morgantown. They were married after Dan fin-
ished his duty to his country. They lived in
Morgantown until Dan finished his second degree in
Civil Engineering. Then they moved to Canton, Ohio.

Billie Jo fulfilled her dream of being a nurse and
worked in several areas of nursing over the years. She
wrote the job description for Jail Nurses in Medina,
Ohio and then she applied for the job and became the
first Jail Nurse in Medina County. She worked as a
supervisor at Brennfield Nursing Home here in
Orrville, and she retired from being a Hospice nurse.
She also had experience working in her parent’s
restaurant, as a Teacher’s Aide at Maple Street School
when her kids were small, and as a Pastot’s wife. She
has always been outgoing and easy to talk to with her
caring, empathetic ways. She says she likes to
encourage others and make people laugh.

Dan fulfilled his dream of being an engineer, like his
father, and he was scheduled for an interview at the
Winston-Salem, N. C. Wastewater Treatment Plant in
1978. That was the year of the big blizzard in Ohio
and Dan and Billie Jo decided to go to Florida to
warm up, and then to stop for the interview in N. C.
on the way back, which they did. They then returned
to Ohio awaiting the decision from N.C. Around that
time the Canton Grace Brethren Church where they
were attending had what they called a “Round Robin”
of pastors at the church and when Dan attended, he
telt called to go to seminary. He prayed about what to
do and asked God to let him know what he was
supposed to do. He received a letter of rejection from
N.C. and he and Billie Jo moved to Indiana to go to
the Grace Brethren Seminary. Then they returned to
be an Intern pastor and pastor’s wife at Canton Grace
Brethren Church. From there they served as pastor

and pastor’s wife at Medina Grace Brethren Church
and then at OGBC. Dan had developed an interest in
computers at about the same time that Sarah came to
them for adoption from Korea. Dan was quite
talented with computers, working with them when all
that was available was the DOS systems. He learned
everything about hardware from the ground up and
he finished his working career as a Tech Support
Specialist.

Dan and Billie Jo enjoy watching movies together.
Billie Jo’s favorite things include the colors purple
and blue, pansies, filet mignon and chicken. She
collected ‘Precious Moments’. Her favorite verse is 1
Peter 5:7 Having cast all your anxiety on Him, becanse He
cares about you. . She says she is a crafty person and
really likes to make cards because it allows for more
expression. About 10-15 years ago, someone gave her
some stamps and she now belongs to a group called
the “Inkies” who specialize in making cards with
stamps. She finds it challenging to come up with
original ideas for the cards and she likes to use up all
of her supplies. She doesn’t like cooking much but
Dan says she is good at making Italian food. He says
that he leaves the cooking to her, although he does
make chili about once a year. Dan’s favorite things
include the color blue, violets, filet mignon, chili and
pulled pork. He loves music and collects musical
instruments. His favorite verse is Hebrews 11:6

And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for the one
who comes to God must believe that He exists, and that He
proves to be One who rewards those who seek Him. .

Dan and Billie Jo support the local church, St. Jude
and the Pregnancy Care Center. When asked what was
the best thing they ever did for someone else, Billie
Jo said, “being at the bedside with my mom and dad
when they passed”. Her dad got saved when he was
91. Dan said, “sharing the gospel with others and
inviting Harry to come and live with us”.

Billie Jo and Dan have remained faithful in their
service to the Lord at OGBC. Billie Jo is known as
the “Hug Lady”; she continues to use her nursing
skills for various eldetly ladies in the church, provides
transportation to medical appointments, provides
meals for those who are ill, and enjoys encouraging
those who have a hard time getting out by doing
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crafts with them in their homes. She says she was
pretty shy when she was young and feels very blessed
by the opportunities that God has given her to learn
to minister, speak and pray in public. She credits God
with the blessing of working in her parent’s
restaurant, working as a nurse and being a Pastor’s
wife, all of which have made it possible for her to
learn to interact well with others and with new visitors
at the church. Dan is involved in the music ministry,
playing guitar and/or bass most Sundays, the
visitation program, teaching Sunday school, teaching
Greek for the Theology Practorium students and
preaching when needed.

When asked what they would say to God when they
meet Him in heaven someday, Billie Jo said: ““Thank
you for saving me, keeping me, pulling me through
Covid, for Dan and for all you’ve done for me over
the years”. Dan said: “It is humbling to think of what
it will mean to meet God face to face. I won’t be able
to talk as I will probably be passed out at His feet”.

Joe’s Burden for His Family
Continued... By: Joe Keim

Last month, Joe Kein shared his passion to see his parents
come to saving faith and bis request to have bis father bestow a
blessing on bis family. His father waited two full years to reply
to this request. Joe has taken us on the journey of desperately
wanting his family to come to a saving knowledge of Christ, yet
realizing that in the Amish way of life, the gospel, culture, and
traditions are so closely woven together that they bleed into one
another like tangled threads in a rope. He continues...

But that being said, I want to assure everyone of
us:

There are dividing lines.

Unless the Spirit of God opens our eyes and helps
us to see those lines, unless we come to the place
where we completely remove Amish culture and
tradition from faith in Christ alone, we cannot be
saved. To be almost saved is the same as being totally
lost. “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is
none other name under heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

I am very thankful that God revealed those
dividing lines to me on July 28, 1985. Oz that day, 1
forsook my own righteousness, saw only the

righteousness of God, and believed with all my heart.
On that day, according to the scriptures, I was
transferred from death to life... from a state of lost
to a state of saved... from the grip and power of
being a son of Satan to the grip and the power of
being a son of God. Ox that day, God saved me (11
Tim 1:9); He translated me from one kingdom to
another. “Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness,
and hath translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son: In
whom we have redemption through His blood, even the for-
giveness of sins” (Col 1:1314).

So, the question remains: Are my parents truly
saved? Only God knows that answer. Where does my
mom stand? I honestly don’t know, but I do know
this: My parents have both been witnessed to many,
many times. Truthfully, they probably know more
about salvation than most Amish people ever will.

In conclusion, I wanted to share this part of my
testimony for one main reason: to encourage those
who are witnessing to their Amish neighbors and
friends. Sometimes, after a good conversation, you
may walk away thinking, “I'hey’re probably saved.” But 1
urge you, think twice before you’re too sure.

A great question to ask is this: “When did you go
from death to life?” That question demands a clear
and personal response. If you receive a generic or
cloudy response, you have every reason to question
whether that Amish person truly understands
salvation. Philippians 3:4—=9 “Though I might also have
confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that
he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more:

* Circumcised the eighth day,
* of the stock of Israel,
* of the tribe of Benjamin,
* an Hebrew of the Hebrews;
* as touching the law, a Pharisee;
* Concerning zeal, persecuting the churchy tonching the
righteousness which is in the law, blameless.
But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for

Christ. Yea donbtless, and I count all things but loss
Jor the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord:
Jor whom 1 have suffered the loss of all things, and do
count them but dung, that I may win Christ, and be
found in Him, not having mine own righteousness,
which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of
Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith”
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On the outskirts of a small town, there
was a big, old pecan tree just inside the
cemetery fence. One day, two boys filled up
bucketful of nuts and sat down by the tree,
out of sight, and began dividing the nuts.

'One for you, one for me. One for you,
one for me' said one boy. Several dropped
and rolled down toward the fence.

Another boy came riding along the road
on his bicycle. As he passed, he thought he
heard voices from inside the cemetery. He
slowed down to investigate. Sure enough, he
heard, 'One for you, one for me. One for
you, one for me.'

He just knew what it was. He jumped
back on his bike and rode off. Just around
the bend he met an old man with a cane,
hobbling along.

'Come here quick,' said the boy, 'you
won't believe what I heard! Satan and the
Lord are down at the cemetery dividing up
the souls.'

The man said, 'Beat it kid, can't you see
it's hard for me to walk." When the boy
insisted though, the man hobbled slowly to
the cemetery.

Standing by the fence they heard , 'One
for you, one for me. One for you, one for
me.'

)

The old man whispered, 'Boy, you've
been tellin' me the truth. Let's see if we can
see the Lord.'

Shaking with fear, they peered through
the fence, yet were still unable to see
anything. The old man and the boy gripped
the wrought iron bars of the fence tighter

and tighter as they tried to get a glimpse of
the Lord.

At last they heard, 'One for you, one for
me. That's all.... Now let's go get those nuts
by the fence and we'll be done.'

They say the old man made it back to
town a full 5 minutes ahead of the kid on the
bike.

During a simulated attack, the troops have
to defend themselves against an imaginary
enemy, as the sergeant calls it. Bawling out
orders, he notices that one recruit shows little
response.

“You there,” the sergeant shouts, “the
imaginary enemy is advancing and you’re
caught in the crossfire. Action!”

The recruit takes two steps to one side.

“What are you doing, man?” yells the
sergeant, purple with fury.

“I’'m taking shelter behind an imaginary
tree, Sergeant.” answers the recruit calmly.

One payday, an employee received an
unusually large check. She decided not to say
anything about it. The following week, her
check was for less than the normal amount,
and she confronted her boss.

“How come,” the supervisor inquired,
“you didn’t say anything when you were over-
paidr”

Unruftled, the employee replied, “Well, I
can overlook one mistake—but not two in a
row!”

“Basketball sure is an amazing game,” said
one fan to another. “They pay a guy $5
Million a year to shoot the ball, and then they
call it a free throw.”
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