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PRESIDENT’S CORNER — PASTOR IKE GRAHAM
The Greatness and Goodness of Fellowship

Psalm 133
1 How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!
21t is like precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard,
running down on Aaron’s beard, down on the collar of his robe.
31t is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there
the Lord bestows his blessing, even life forevermore.

King David probably had in mind the blessing on God’s people when they gathered together
for one of the festivals of Israel. In the same way, the CGBCI Conference is like that. It is a time to
gather for renewed fellowship, comradery, and catching up with one another regarding the events
and experiences of another year. Verse 2 describes the oil that consecrated Aaron (Lev. 8:12) and
ran down from his head onto his robe where the breastplate with the stones representing the 12
tribes of Israel were located. The oil, symbolizing the Holy Spirit, gave unity to the nation and tied
them together as the people of God. So it is with us also Brethren. We are Christ’s body and
individually members of it (1 Cor. 12:27) brought about by our relationship to the Holy Spirit
(1 Cor. 12:13).

David then compared the unity mentioned in verse 1 to the dew that covers the mountains.
The picture of oil running down (v. 2) no doubt suggested dew coming down from Mount Hermon
in the north onto Mount Zion. The dew of Hermon was heavy; it symbolized what was freshening
and invigorating. The refreshing influence of the worshiping community on the nation was similar
to the dew on vegetation. This was a fitting symbol of the Lord’s blessing on His people.!

Brethren, in a similar way, our fellowship at Conference is invigorating and refreshing. I
trust that you are asking the Lord to prepare your heart for a time of spiritual edification and
equipping for works of service (Eph. 2:10).

L Allen P. Ross, “Psalms,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. ). F. Walvoord and R. B.
Zuck, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 888.
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CONFERENCE DETAILS

e There will be 2 golf carts to transport people from place-to-place at Laurelville. Call Nathan
(330-234-0943), or Nancy (330-201-3649) to get a ride. You can drive your car, or ride in
the golf cart.

e There will be a concert on Friday night, July 3. The Merrill Evangelistic team will be
providing the concert in "The Gathering Place.”

e On Saturday, July 4%, after supper, we will take wagons up to the top of the hill to watch
fireworks, have a bon fire, and a singspiration. Those fireworks will be at a distance. Mt.
Pleasant is also having a “Patriotic Party” with fireworks at 10pm.

e A list of meals, which you purchased, will be posted in the cafeteria in case you forgot which
meals you ordered.

e Keys will be in your room when you arrive. Call Pastor Ike at 330-749-0545 if your room is
locked.

e Conference booklets with the schedule, songs, etc. will be available when you arrive.

e A Conference schedule is available online at www.cgbci.org For the ladies’ luncheon on
Friday, July 3", Darlene Edwards, Nancy’s sister, will be the speaker.

e If you wish to have your announcement on Powerpoint, please have it ready well in advance
and give it to Pastor Joshua Steiner.

CHILDREN’S CONFERENCE — PASTOR TERRY REESE

Hello, Brethren! We are indeed looking forward to our great annual coming together as a
community of like-faith, and to working with our fellowship’s next generation of leaders (i.e., our
children)! We would also greatly welcome much-needed additional workers to our staff (who will be
compensated for their labors). | am also looking forward to once again visiting Living Treasures—which is
a sheer delight for anyone of all ages who delights in the incredible variety of creatures that emerged
from God’s good Hand in the Fifth and Sixth Days of Creation. The park features some 300 animals across
70 species from around the world (exotic, woodland, aquatic, and domestic). The staff at Living Treasures
has informed me that special feeding packs are available for our young people to safely feed the animals
(54.50 for a single pack, or 2 for $8.00). My son-in-law, who recently visited the park with our
granddaughter (age 2 %), told me that he felt that a single pack can comfortably be shared by three
young children.

YOUTH CONFERENCE — PASTOR CHRIS KNIGHT & BROTHER REUBEN AUTEN
Are you excited for YCON ’26? We are! Laurelville and the surrounding area offers so much for

our youth! A great group of young people have registered. We are praying for a fruitful time in God’s
Word and in sweet, Christian fellowship.

We have planned a Guided hike on the McCune Trail in the beautiful Laurel Highlands. This trail is
a 3.7-mile trail in the Ohiopyle State Park. The guide, Brother Todd Stockslager, attends Listie GBC. We
will then enjoy supper and devotions together!

Don’t forget to pack your bed linens, towels and wash cloths, and good shoes for hiking!




Additional Laurel Highlands Attractions near Laurelville - Pastor Terry Reese

The Laurel Highlands are all about recreation—and Laurelville is close to two of my favorite
attractions! For those of you who may have some from free-time at Conference and are interested in fine
art and history, Laurelville is only 31 miles from Fort Necessity, where the young George Washington
found himself at the center of an international crisis that sparked the French and Indian War (Braddock’s
Grave and the restored period inn, the Mount Washington Tavern, are nearby). And Laurelville is only 28
miles from Fallingwater (Frank Lloyd Wright’s monumental experiment in integrating architecture with
the forces of nature). | love both attractions—and would add that even our kids, who were quite young,
were delighted by Fallingwater (my daughter was initially quite skeptical about touring some “dumb old
house”)! Fallingwater is also only 6 miles from the impressive running waters of the Yock at Ohiopyle.

BIBLE QUIZZING — PASTOR PHILIP MOELLER
Bible quizzing has ended for the year but it was an exciting year as many of our children

memorized God's Word. At the final quiz rally Silas McAllister and Tina Smail each quizzed out 3 times;
and Lisa Smail, Nathaniel Studer, and Gabriel Zirkle each quizzed out once. Lisa Smail won the quiz down
Looking at the whole year, sixteen quizzers participated in some manner, and all answered at least 1
question. The top quizzer was Tina Smail; second place goes to Silas McAllister; and Micah McAllister
took third.

Plans are already underway for the next year. Quizzers will be memorizing 1 & 2 Thessalonians,
and Philemon. If you are interested in participating, let me know. We would love for more churches and
quizzers to be involved!

BEREAN FAITH FELLOWSHIP
The Lord is blessing at Berean Faith Fellowship. We participated in a “First Friday” street fair in

downtown Mt. Vernon June 5, giving out 100 brochures on the church. Pastor Jeff used a large, unique
puppet dog to attract attention, which resulted in 3 pictures in various local media. We have been
blessed Sunday mornings by faithful nearby pastors sharing God’s Word with us, but we are very much
in need of a man to follow the Lord’s leading to be our full time pastor. Are you praying with us to that
end?

NEW BEGINNINGS CHURCH, MYERSTOWN, PA — PASTOR JOE ENSLEY
A Personal Invitation to Fellow Pastors: Introducing MAPS

| care a lot about missions, and yet have struggled to equip my congregation to grow in that way.
After struggling and prayer, | ended up creating a curriculum and program to specifically raise the next
generation of missionaries and missionary supporters—it's called the Missionary Adventure Prayer
Squad (MAPS). MAPS is designed to come alongside pastors and churches in a practical and encouraging
way. It is fully adaptable to what your church is already doing, and is designed to run in tandem with
your current schedule of events.




I'm sharing this with you because | believe this could be a helpful tool for encouragement,
planning, and renewed focus. Whether your church is in a season of growth, transition, rebuilding, or
simply seeking fresh direction, MAPS offers a process that can help bring clarity and support.

Also, it's free on my end. There are some start-up costs with materials, but even those can be
mitigated if you don't mind printing some things yourself or being creative.
If you want to learn more, just check out the website: https://www.mapskids.com/

NEW TROY GBC — PASTOR ROBERT MENSINGER

God continues to bless here at New Troy. Our attendances and offerings have been holding up well despite our

small numbers.

My wife Lila is now taking Keytruda infusions to insure the cancer does not come back. She has completed seven
treatments so far. They are six weeks apart. She has her eighth one on July 23 and will see her oncologist the week after
that. Thank you all for your prayers for me and my wife.

Pastor Ron Welsh is still going through Hebrews in our adult SS class. | am now in chapter seventeen of Revelation and
the series is going very well.

Sister Mindy Burns had her surgery on her left knee but there were complications following the surgery. She is now in
rehabilitation for fractures in her lower left leg. Brother Curtis Smith is having issues again and hasn’t been in church the
last two Sundays. We now have Pastor DeLane Miller and sister Linda Peer on our prayer list.

Thanks for your continued prayers and support for our little flock in New Troy.

NATIONAL EVANGELISM TEAM (NET '26) — PASTOR DEL MILLER

Thanks for uplifting NET 26 in your prayers. Our 13 days in Ohio and Pennsylvania went by very quickly. We still
have one more event on the calendar that most of the team will be able to attend. July 5 at 9:30 during the Sunday
morning gathering at Conference (held at Laurelville Retreat Center), the team has been asked to share.

We are glad to report that while in Somerset, PA and in Armagh, PA we had outreach programs that were attended
by visitors from the community. In both cases we were able to have lengthy conversations with some of the individuals
who came. While in Kittanning at the North Buffalo GBC we had a special invitation to sing at a memorial service. That is
only the second time for NET to do something like that.

We are looking forward to seeing many of you at Conference July 1-6, 2026. Thanks again for your interest in the

ministry of NET.

Thank you to all who have been supporting
this ministry. If you haven’t checked out Grace for
Living online, you can view it
at https://www.cgbci.org/grace-for-living.
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