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 THE VOICE NEWSLETTER 

 
 
PRESIDENT’S CORNER – PASTOR IKE GRAHAM          

In Everything, Give Thanks 

1 Thessalonians 5:18 
Maybe you have seen the movie, “The Hiding Place.” If not, I recommend it to you. It is about the 

Ten Boom sisters and their father who were arrested by the Nazis in WW2 for hiding and protecting 

Jews. All are believers in the Lord Jesus. They were put in prison camps and Corrie was the only one who 

survived. Corrie, like us, was challenged with giving thanks many times in prison. This is what she wrote: 

 

“The move to permanent quarters came the second week in October. We were marched, ten 

abreast, along the wide cinder avenue...Several times the column halted while numbers were 

read out--names were never used at Ravensbrück. At last Betsie’s and mine were called...We 

stepped out of line with a dozen or so others and stared at the long gray front of Barracks 28.  

“Fleas!”, I cried. “Betsie, the place is swarming with them!”  We scrambled across the intervening 

platforms, heads low to avoid another bump, dropped down to the aisle and hedged our way to a 

patch of light. “Here! And here another one!”, I wailed. “Betsie, how can we live in such a place!” 

“Show us. Show us how.” It was said so matter-of-factly, it took me a second to realize she was 

praying. More and more the distinction between prayer and the rest of life seemed to be 

vanishing for Betsie. “Corrie!”, she said excitedly. “He’s given us the answer! Before we asked, as 

He always does! In the Bible this morning. Where was it? Read that part again!” ‘Rejoice always, 

pray constantly, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus.” “That’s 

it, Corrie! That’s His answer. Give thanks in all circumstances! That’s what we can do. We can 

start right now to thank God for every single thing about this new barracks!” I stared at her; then 

around me at the dark, foul-aired room. The fleas! This was too much. “Betsie, there’s no way 

even God can make me grateful for a flea.” “Give thanks in all circumstances”, she quoted. It 

doesn’t say, “in pleasant circumstances.” Fleas are part of this place where God has put us.’ And 

so we stood between tiers of bunks and gave thanks for fleas. But this time I was sure Betsie was 

wrong.’” 

 

First Thessalonians 5:18 says, “In everything, give thanks.” The verb, “give thanks,” is an 

imperative verb. It is a command. God commands us to give thanks in every situation. Do you agree with 

Corrie? Surely, He doesn’t expect us to give thanks for fleas…or head lice…or sickness…or sin, does He? 

How about you, Brethren? In everything, do you give thanks? It is the will of God for you in Jesus Christ. 
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CONFERENCE DETAILS 

 

The CGBCI website is now ready to receive your registrations for Conference, your room choices 

and your meal choices. You can also pay online. Special thanks to Cathy Burns and Chris Burns for this. 

Be sure, if you’re registering for YCON, that you choose the YCON page to register, reserve and pay. The 

website also now has the Conference schedule. You can access it and print it out if you so desire. When 

you complete each page, be sure to answer every line; that is, be sure the page is completely filled out 

even if it is a “no” answer. A complete registration, or lodging choice, or meals choices will not register 

properly without the page being completely filled out. You also have the option of calling or texting 330-

749-0545 to register, or make your room reservation and meal choices. You can also e-mail -

ikeg327@gmail.com  Then, send a check to: 

Grace Brethren Church 

2200 Paradise Rd. 

Orrville, Ohio 44667 

 

For the ladies’ luncheon on Friday, July 3, please check the box “Ladies’ luncheon” when choosing 

that meal so that we know you are participating.  Remember, Pastor Terry Reese (814-254-6734) needs 

help with the Kids’ Conference and Pastor Chris Knight (814-483-9384) is looking for special music and 

instrumentalists to assist our song times together. Churches will soon receive posters for Conference, 

YCON, and Children’s Conference in the mail. Let us know if you do not receive them. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S CONFERENCE – PASTOR TERRY REESE  

I am really excited after having attended our Conference 

planning meeting and having seen the new and expanded 

facilities at Laurelville! Our chosen theme for this year’s 

Children’s Conference is “Why we go to Church.” I have selected 

this theme with several thoughts in mind. First, I believe it to be 

compatible with Pastor Ike’s overall Conference theme. 

Secondly, the matter of loyalty unto the local church is one that 

needs to be strongly instilled in our young people right from the very beginning of their faith-journey. 

Thirdly, it is our goal this year to communicate what the church is, how we become a member of Christ’s 

Body, and what the church does: e.g., it worships, serves, gives, learns, mutually supports & edifies, 

etc.). There will be two age groups for Children’s Conference: ages 4 & 5 and ages 6 to 11. There will also 

be nursey provided for ages 0-3. We will require the help of approximately a dozen volunteers; if you 

feel led to contribute in this manner, please contact me by either phone or email: (814) 254-6734 or 

reesetpje@gmail.com  
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YOUTH CONFERENCE – PASTOR CHRIS KNIGHT & BROTHER REUBEN AUTEN 

 Since the close of YCON 2025, we have been brainstorming and working on YCON 2026.  We had 

such a blast in Dublin; we can’t wait to see what God does at Laurelville!  After meeting for a few days, 

and touring the new and updated facilities at Laurelville, we have come up with a plan! Our theme will 

be “Complete in Christ” taken from Colossians 2:10. We will focus on the sufficiency of Christ and how 

that effects our daily walk.   

There are three options to choose from:   

1. Full YCON – $275 Includes: lodging (Cottages), all meals, activities, t-shirt, & booklet 

2. Day YCON - $175 Includes: all meals, activities, t-shirt, & booklet 

3. Limited YCON – $50 Includes: activities, t-shirt, & booklet 

We have planned a Guided hike on the McCune Trail in the 

beautiful Laurel Highlands. This trail is a 3.7-mile trail in the Ohiopyle 

State Park. The guide, Brother Todd Stockslager, attends Listie GBC.  We 

will then have a picnic supper and devotions along the rapids of the 

Youghiogheny River! You can register on the CGBCI website.   

If you would like to help with YCON 2026, please contact Pastor Chris 

Knight at (814)483-9384 or chrisk4christ@gmail.com  

 

 

NATIONAL EVANGELISM TEAM (NET) – PASTOR DEL & GRACE MILLER 

Thanks for your interest in the ministry of the National Evangelism Team. Looking back over the 

last nineteen years of events has been an interesting experience. Here are some of the things we have 

done over the years to reach out and to edify the local church. As many of you are aware, the team 

prepares an array of Bible based songs, drama sketches, character impersonations, puppet skits, object 

lessons, personal testimonies and messages from God’s word. 

The settings in which we have shared these presentations were: church services, youth camps, 

nursing homes, vacation Bible schools, faith and family weeks, an assisted living complex, community 

cook-outs, a homeless shelter, a drug and alcohol rehab facility, farmers markets, county fairs, living 

rooms, city parks and more. 

Some other interesting opportunities at which we sang were: The National Anthem at a minor 

league baseball game, special music for the wedding of Joel Kuhns and Patience Bolling and special 

music for Margaret Mason’s funeral service. The Lord worked out the timing for that last gathering. It 

was a special honor to be involved in the service for one of His saints whom a number of NET members 

call “Grandma.” 

Other unique outreach efforts were organized around delivering flowers on one occasion and 

washing cars several other times. We have also done quite a bit of canvassing over the years. As 

mentioned in the first paragraph, these events were drawn from nineteen years of NET trips! 

mailto:chrisk4christ@gmail.com


4 
 

The dates for NET 26 are May 30-June 11, 2026 with training being May 30-June 4 at a couple 

locations in Ohio and Pennsylvania. The outreach ministry will be at North Buffalo GBC in Kittanning, PA 

with Pastor Matt Foreman and will be June 5-11, 2026. 

If you have questions about the plans for NET 26, please let us know. It is also already time to 

start thinking about the location of NET 27. Let us know if you have thoughts on that. Thanks so much 

for lifting us up to the Lord in prayer!  Pastor Del and Grace Miller 

pastordelmiller@gmail.com  Ph. 330-234-1602 

 

 
 

Thank you to all who have been supporting 
this ministry. If you haven’t checked out Grace for 
Living online, you can view it 
at https://www.cgbci.org/grace-for-living.  

 

If you want to change the number of books you receive for your church, 
please let me know as soon as possible. To order a copy or give to help support this 
ministry, please use the QR code or email me at pastorethan@outlook.com.  
Thank you!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Voice Newsletter” is the communication tool of the Conservative Grace Brethren Churches          

International; and edited by Pastor Les Vnasdale.   News Articles and/or Mailing Updates: 

Please forward all info to Pastor Chris Knight at cgbcivoicenews@gmail.com 
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